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My Friend, 




The message has been delivered to Xavier in the presence 


of Maurice, serving as interpreter, yesterday afternoon. 

As a consequence of which, I have made to my two interlocutors 
the explanation that we have stopped the plan. They appeared to be 
very attentive, a little surprised at a meeting so strict with the 


President and, in conclusion, certainlv desire to meet with you. 

In the course of the conversation, which lasted more than an 

hour, my interlocutors repeatedly stated that they had some doubts 

« 

about my belief when I told them of your desire to put an end to this 
war and of bringing an acceptable solution for the two parties. They 
wondered about finding some few signs of this desire in the remarks 
and the declarations of Mr. Cabot Lodge, and also of your President. 
In summary, it is always the lack of confidence in your good faith 
which is opposed. They seem to be convinced that the U. S. never 


never 


« 

will withdraw their troops entirely from the territory of Vietnam 
and that they have installed some bases there which they will maintain. 


in any case. Finally, they reproach you for maintainin 


g in power a 


government which hasn't the confidence of the people and which i 




oincapable of uniting them. 

P 

The conversation at length turned to the situation which would 
be in Vietnam after the conclusion of hostilities. X and M wanted to 
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know what conception you might have of the neutralization which 

would be obligated to be observed. I responded on this point that it 

seemed to me that the conception of your President and that of 

President H seemed to me to be not far fi*om each other. 

* 

X wondered that the President had rebuffed, without desiring 
to examine them, the ten points of the NLF, I didn’t want; to answer 


they indicated that the position of your President is, on this subject, 

« • 

extremely open. 

0 

X has always insisted on the fact that his government wished 
to put an end to the conflict, which would permit their two countries 

to renew friendly relations. He cited the example of the French and 

. « 

the Vietnamese which, after so much fighting, became again so 

• * 

friendly. . . 

X aimed to explain to me that he is entirely responsible for 

1 * * 

the negotiations with the U. S. and that this was the clear reason 
that H has estimated that my trip to Hanoi in the month of June was 
useless. 

When I had explained to my interlocutors that all this that I 

« 

had said to them would be confirmed to them by yourself the fourth 

of August, they naturally haven’t given to me an immediate agreement 

Hanoi will be ultimately consulted, but it seemed to me that X and M 

« 

were personally very tempted by this interview. I naturally couldn't 


to them that, when the.^ toq;k Uno' i j 

t 



ef the letter daa diiicU^O ' II , 


prejudge \^at the response of Hanoi would've. From what they 

% 

to me I won*t fail, as agreed^to telegi*aph to your 
collaborator, the Colonel. 

Of the other developments about which I will speak to you, 

those talks which remain still essential have been followed. 

«• 

I think it is good to add that, at that time, that I specified 

% 

that you wouldn't be able in any case to accept a solution which v/ould 
result in a loss of face for the United States, my interlocutors 

responded to me they hadn't any interest in humiliating the United 

« 

States, with which they woxild hope to be able to establish good 
relations, once peace returns. 
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(The following words in writer's hand are extremely 

to read. Translation, therefore, is 
questionable. ) 


In case the response is affirmative, I will fix the 4th of * 

August ASd ISth^at my domicile where I will await you from the 17th^£i4;«6 


E Nistiez 


Best wishes for a pleasant trip. 
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Le message a et4 remis h Xavier en presence de Maurice, servant d*in- 
terprete, hier au soir. 

A la suite de quoi, j’ai fait a mes deux interlocuteurs I'exposd quc 
dont nous avions arrdte le plan . Ils se sont montres tree attentifs , 
un peu surpris d^fe^une liaison aussi 45roite avec le president et, en 

m * 

conclusion,, certainement d^sireux de vous rencontrer . 

Au cours de I'entretien, qui a dure plus d'une heure,mes interlocu- 
teurs m*ont a plusieurs reprises r€torqu^ qu'ils avaient du mal a me 

croire lorsque je leur disais votre dssir de mettre un terrae h cet- 

' : 

te guerre et d*y apporter une solution acceptable pour les deux parties 
Ils s*etonnent de trouver si peu de traces de pe desir dans les propos J 

et .les declarations de M. Cabot Lodge, comtae egalement^e votre presi- i 

«> 

dent. En resume c’est tou jours le manque de confiance en votre bonne ( 
foi qui nous est opposd. Ils pr^tendent Stre convaincus que les Btats- 
Unis ne fetireront jamais completement leurs troupes du territoire vift 
namien et qu*ils y installent des bases qu*ils maintiqndront, quoiqu*^il 
arrive. Enfin ils s«ut4«aa©at=qHe=lesk=Etatss»*Uni3 vous reprochent de 
maintenir au pouvoir un gouvernement qui n'a pas la confi$.{ice du peuple 
et qui est incapable de realiser 1' union. 

La conversation a longuement porte sur la situation qui serait celle 
du Vietnam apres la fin des hostilites • X. et U, voulaient savoir quo 
quelle conception vous pouviez avoir de la neutralisation qui devrait ^ 
suivre. J‘ai repondu sur ce point qu'il me semblait qie la conception 
de votre president et celle du president H. me paraissaient peu eloigne 
l*une de 1 'autre . 

X. s'est ^tonn^ que le president ait repouss^ sans vouiir les examis 
ner.les dix points du F.N.L. Je n'ai pas voulu,leur r^pondre que^ lors- 
qu'ils prendraient connaissance le la lettre destines h H, ils verraier 

que la position de votre president est A ce sujet extrSmement ouverte. 

» I 


fiom Genld R. Fold libtaiy 




e 


f 



X. a beaucoup insist^ sur le fait que son gouvernement souhaitait ^ 

**• , 

mettre un terme au conflit ©t=t53©^¥eaj=un=:^03?3?aia=d:ieaioaifes=a5iee«=4e3 ■ 
•S^SU:? t ce qui perraettrait aux deux pays de renouer des relations a- 
micales . II a cit^ I'exeraple de la FR ance et du VieHara qui, apr&s 
s*6tre beaucoup battu , etaient redevenus tres amis. 

X. a tenu h. m'expliquer qu'il ^tait entierement responsable des 
ndgociations avec les E.-U. et que c’etait la raison pur laquelle 
H. avait estim^ que raon voyage k Hanoi au mois de juin dtait inutile, 
lorsque j'ai explique k mes in-terlocuteurs que tout ce que je le^ 
disais pourrait leur^tre confirm^ par vous-mSme le 4 aout, ils nsj ' 
m'ont naturellement pas donn4 un accord imm^diat . Hanoi sera fata^s 
ment consults, mais i2) m'a semble que X. et etaient personnelleme . 
tths tentes'par cette entrevue. Je ne peux naturellement pas pr^ju- 
ger de ce que sera la reponse de Hanoi. Des qu*elle me sera transmise 
je ne manquerai pas, comme convenu, de la telegraphier a botre colla— 

r 

borateur, lecolonel. *5 ei 

■ t 

D*autres ddbeloppements ' dont je cous parlerai, ont entourej 

ou suivi ces propos qui restent cependant I'essentiel. -• J 

Je crois bon d'ajouter que , alors que je pr^cisals que vous ne . 
saurlez en aucun.cas accepter une solution qui entrapnerait pour le! 
B.-U, une perte de face , mes interlocuteurs m*ont rdpondu qu*ils 
n'ayaient aucun interSt a humilier les E.—U, avec Idsquels ils sou— 
haiiaient pouvoir etablir de bonnes relations, une fois la paix re- 

venue. 
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